Words of Bitterness

But that we should be banished to this worst portion of the
globe I One lives only once upon this earth, and is expected
to content himself with the sorriest place upon it.

FRIEDRICH  SCHILLER,   1789

I began to despise them all in my heart, and it seemed to
me as though the whole nation were trying quite deliberately
to prostitute itself to me through its deputies. They seemed
to me, on the whole, so deceitful, so ill-bred, so badly
educated, so empty of pleasant characteristics, so tasteless.
Often I cried; I do not believe a German can lace a shoe
unless he has learned how to do so from a foreign nation.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   1796

Your Germans are very ready to put up with the barest neces-
sities, and this is why you find so much botched work among
them, and so little that is free and truly agreeable. Yet one
could put up with this, if only such people were not insensi-
tive to all the beauty of life, and if the curse of God-forsaken
unnaturalness did not everywhere rest upon such a people.

FRIEDRICH  HOLDERLIN,   1799

The virtues of the Germans are a showy evil, and nothing
more; they are but the necessary achievement, extorted,
with slavish toil and sullen fear, from the barren breast : and
they leave disconsolate every pure soul that would fain make
the beautiful its pasture; which, accustomed to the sacred
harmony of nobler natures, cannot endure the discord that
shrieks aloud in all the lifeless order of these people.

FRIEDRICH HOLDERLIN,   1799

If they were but modest, these people; if they only did not
make themselves a law for the better among them ! If only